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The parts of a sentence 

 

What are the Parts of the Sentence? 

Within a sentence, there are three main parts that make up a sentence: 

the subject, the verb, and the complement. 

 

1. Subject:   

The subject is either a noun or pronoun and answers the question 

"Who?" or "What?" before the verb. The subject performs action, 

receives action, or is in the state of being.  

Ex:   Tom plays soccer. 

 

2. Verb:  

The verb is a word indicates whether the subject performs action, 

receives action or is in a state of being. The verb may include helping 

words called auxiliaries. 
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Ex:    The bus stopped for us.  (subject performs action.) 

Ex:    Sara was paid for her car.   (subject receives action.) 

Ex:    The grocery list is on the table.  (Subject is in the state of being) 

 

3. Complement:   

 

Complement is a word, phrase, or clause that is necessary to 

complete the meaning og a diven expression. 

 

Many sentences also contain a complement, which completes the 

meaning of the sentence and answers the questions "What?" or 

"Whom?" after the verb. 

For example: 

 The fire has destroyed the house.  (what?) 

 The new vice president is Michael Gates.  (whom?) 

 

There are Three Types of Complements:  

The Direct Object, the Predicate Nominative, and the Predicate 

Adjective. 

 

1. A direct object:  is a noun or pronoun that completes the meaning 

of the sentence and answers "Whom?" or "What?" after the verb.  
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It receives the action of the verb, it never refers back to the subject. 

It can only occur when the verb indicates action.  

 

Ex:  Tom hit the ball. (what?) (present). 

 Ex:   She cooked the fish . (what?) (past) . 

 

2. A predicate nominative: is a noun or pronoun that completes the 

meaning of a sentence and answers "Whom?" or "Who?" after the 

verb.  

It refers back to and renames the subject, it does not receive the action 

of the verb. It can only occur when the verb indicates state of being. 

 

Ex:  Tom is my teacher. (who?) (present). 

       He was a pilot.  (who?) (past) . 

 

3. A predicate adjective: completes the meaning of a sentence and 

answers "What?" after the verb. It refers back to and describes the 

subject; it does not receive the action of the verb, It can only occur 

when the verb indicates state of being. 

Ex: Tom is smart . (what?) (present). 

       They were strong.  (what?) (past) . 















Units of English language 

 

Differences and similarities between sentence and clause are :  

1. Both sentence and clause have a verb and subject , but  the 

sentence expresses a complete meaning. 

2. A clause is simple, while sentence may be more complex and 

include of many clauses.  

 












